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New York Ieads the country
in building green firsts

Two days ago, the Verdesian, a 26-story rental building

leveloped by the Alb Organization, became the
first muh‘l -family, ruw‘euml high-rise building in :he
United States to receive Platinum LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design) status frwn_me U.s.
Green Building Council.

Five years ago, the Solaire, built by the same Long
Island-based family, became the firsi-ever green
residential high-rise building in the U.S. Currently under
construction, the Visionaire will soon be the greenest
high-rise residential condominium in the country.

You have to see these buildings, all in Bartery Park
City, to understand what it means to build green. While

tours of the Solaire are given on request, here's
the next best thing —

a visual and textual
look inside the
three greenest
residential towers in

The rental buildings
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father and uncle bullt 100 United Nations Plaza In the
19805, Whutninhtw:tafewdu]hlsmmmwﬂl
bele 4e nthe near and 1603 term
future
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health has improved since they moved in hml."
Chris. “That's what's most satisfying for us.

This natural gas
motor pushes air
through the four-
pipe system.

The engine room

ents at imately the

same. The bulldings run paraliel to each other, with the

‘Solaire at 20 River View Terrace directly across from the

full-length baskatball courts and New York City water

taxis and New Jersey ferries. The Verdesian is behind the Solaire,
toward the West Side Highway and closer to Chambers 5t.

Studio apartments cost between 52,500 and $3,200; onelml-

A0, with tv

mwmnmbeummm $7,500 to 59,600,
ypically get more for rent than cur comp 2y

Albanese. “Thal's p ir quality

and the amenities and high level of service from the staff.”

4 pi cleaner than most
h rooms. The me-
chanical areas are free of dust, the engine machinery
free of dirt. You could almost eat off the floors on the
roof and the basement.

Tours of the building's innards eccur whenever a resigent, a
school, a group of 5-year-olds, or a political figure wants, Signs
detalling purpose are placed on every pipe, engine, tank, or op-
erational system.

Mikhail Gorbachev was the first world leader to officially tour

machinery

+ the Solaire when the building was Initially completed. Governor

George Pataki,

Battery Park City
cpeey the Alb

Almost

such hands-on, personal service in any bullding where they have

fived before. One called it as “five-star” as any fine hatel,
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to develop the site, Gov. Amold Schwarzeneqger, and the encrgy
ministers of Germany and Austria also toured the Solaire.
QLT e T I I P LITRE  J  S

Community spirit

‘ Inish Rich™ financial guru David Bach moved into the

Solare in 2004. The author of “Start Late, Finish Rich™

I and “Smart Women Finish Rich” says living at the So-
faire changed his life.

*| didn't move in because it was green,” says Bach. “I moved in

bmimdmemll!wmnﬂlsaﬂml[\ﬂmmlmﬂud

ey I |was
drwsdaﬂy for allergies and then my allergies disappeared.”
Bach even reports that Jack, his 4¥:-year-old son, showed re-
duced asthmatic problems once he moved in.
“After my health improved, | started paying !memhn tutln
green thing,” says Bach, whi
his next book on the green movement. “It just takes buying the
right light bulb to get started. The next huge investment oppor-
tunity is the green wave.”
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The roof of the
Solaire, with
justsomeof |
the382solar
panels on top

Solar power with prwate sunshme

Heliostats
on the
Verdesian
redirect
sunlight.

hat if Id make a shad: _,,.-,‘ ing. “Every T P
sunny? Weill, now you can. Ing works into their lives.”
* Three heliostats placed an top A mmar switch by each unit's door allows

of the Verdesian by the Battery

Park City Authority will capture and redirect:

sunlight to the green grass of the normally

ded Teardrop Park below. With a radius of 8
feet and costing $350,000 each, the three helio-
stats, which move in unisen, look like something
out of the “Allen” movies.

front of d the Verde-

sian are lined with solar panels. On the Solaire,
382 of these photovoltaic panels contribute to
the building operating at 67% less !lectriclty at
peak time. The buildi
energy than similar-sized bulldings in NYC.

“Some residents place smaller solar panels
on their windowsill to recharge their cell phone,
using sunfight,” says Michael Gubbins, director

o at
‘handles all three of their Battery Park buildings.
He also talks to residents on a daily basis about

lights at once.
Dimmers and motion sensors in public areas in-
crease and decrease the amount of light based
on the amount of natural light in the room or if
the room is occupled.

A four-pipe air system brings cold and hot
air to apartments, Most bulldings use two-pipe
valves, meaning you can anly get hot air in the
winter and cool air in the summer. Generated
by natural gas, all air pushed into apartments
goes through two filter systems, ensuring free-
dom from toxins.

The green roof of
the Verdesian cools

ing does nat drain the city's water facilities

muummmmwmmmm-
did that.”

O the Solaire, twa green roofs, one for

- residents on the 17th floor and anather an

the bullding's 27th-floor roof, capture 10,000

~ gallons of storm water and natural rainfall.

the  The Visionaire tank holds 12,000 gallons. Both

4 mmmmmrmm
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fthe .

the wa-

ter that mast 1 h

poorly made gutter systems.
Even the washing machines are mare

Floor-to-ceiling Turnbull windows with Low-E

from the outside to Inside, while double caulking
allows no air passage.

“With the exception of the front door or an
open window, air does not escape from the
building or get in from the outside,” says Rus-

health, recyeling and the £ the bulld.

There's little
vacancy in the bike
storage room at
the Solaire

<ell Alb

_resumtmwmmnmuh
mdiﬁiimsmmhmmmﬂr

- "We're making the building sustainable
In its own way,” says Gubbins. “This build-

efficient.

Front-loading washers use 10 to 18 gal-
lons per wash, instead of the normal water
usage, which is between 18 and 25 gallons
pamash.mn up to 15 gallons ommn

:m:!mﬂnmmdw.ﬂﬁmnm
from dehydration.
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FRANCES ROBERTS
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Organized recycling
hildren walking the Solaire's hallways pass a clothing
recycling bin that contributed 6,000 pounds of clothing
last year alone. A battery recycling bin is placed next
to the garbage chutes. The storm water holding tank
1 in the bicycle room. Every you lock, there | to
remind you that you are in a zone of responsible living.

Even Tim Buttons, the building's interior designer with Stedila
Design, had to learn green as a concept when he began ordering
products for apartment interiors and common areas,

“I had no idea how much formaldehyde was In cotton,” says
Buttons, who did the Interiors in the Visionaire as well. “The Al-
banese Organization actually created a facility to handle the con-
struction waste mest efficleritly. New York is the perfect place to
be green. We're stacked on top of each other. In California, these
green bulldings are 30 miles apart.”

Battery Park

y mandate, approximately ene-third of Battery Park's 90-
plus acres must remaln public park. Even on a warmish
winter afternocn, people 1ug. ride bikes and play bas-
ketball. Infand, the fa

dwarf
but the amount of trees and grass bring locals closer ta nature,

Park benches and places to sit are everywhere.

Designed by landscape architect Michael Van Valkenburgh,
Teardrop Park (which receives sunight from the heliostats) has
rock seats, a sandbox, a water park and a rock hop.

« Construction will bagin shortly on New York's first green Plati-
num LEDE public middle school on Battery Park’s south end, next
door to the Visionaire.

“There are more green prisons in this country than schools,”
says Gubbins. “The parents in Battery Park really pushed for this.
It's part of this s way of life.”
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THINK GREEN!

TS
EVERYONE S

The future

n the south end of Battery Park, next to the Ritz Cariton
hotel, the Visionaire will be the greenest residential
condominium in the United States. Rafael Pelli, the
building’s architect, who also designed the Solaire,
Ppoints out the dla.IIennls of bullding green.
diti did not work because of
the amount of air that can enter a building,” says Pelli, a partner
in Pelli Clark Pell. “With the Solaire, we couldn't rely on anything
that had been built before. With the Visionaire, we improved ev-
erything.”
Studios in the Visiona at $680,000, whil
start at $840,000 and tm-hedrmsmrm $1,265,000.

Says
Jackie Urgo, president of the Marketing !lllechurs, Inc-, the group
handling sales. “This bullding is the wave of the future.”
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